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	Station:
	Channel 7
	Date:
	29/11/2011

	
	Program:
	Today Tonight
	Time:
	06:38 PM

	
	Compere:
	Monica Kos
	Summary ID:
	S00046538198

	
	Item:
	A follow-up report on card scams targeting tourists in Bali. Dallas and Norm Langford revealed they were conned out of $18 000 in a scam. 

Interviewees: Ted Reeks, scam victim; Anne Driscoll, WA Commissioner for Consumer Protection; Dallas Langford, scam victim; Norm Langford, scam victim; Voiceover

	
	
	

	Audience:
	Male 16+
	Female 16+
	All people

	
	73000
	102000
	189000


MONICA KOS:
More West Australians have been caught up in a clever scam at our favourite overseas holiday haven. Last night we exposed the card con targeting tourists in Bali. One couple revealed they'd been tricked out of $18,000. 


Tonight, another Perth grandfather tells Natalie Bonjolo how he fell for the same scheme

DALLAS LANGFORD:
People better be very aware of it. 

TED REEKS:
I thought I was the only one. 

REPORTER:
It's the Bali scam that's been busted wide open.

TED REEKS:
The only reason I've come forward is watching your program last night and I sympathise with that other couple. 

DALLAS LANGFORD:
This was our life savings and it's gone. 

REPORTER:
Since our report last night on the holiday hustle that tricked Dallas and Norm Langford out of $18,000 more victims have contacted Today Tonight. 

[Victim statements]

VOICEOVER:
I was involved in the exact same thing last September. 

VOICEOVER:
All up I think I may have lost 1000. 


[End of victim statements]

TED REEKS:
In the end I lost 6000 plus. 

REPORTER:
Perth grandfather Ted Reeks was conned in Bali by the exact same scam. 

TED REEKS:
He just said hello and are you on holiday?

REPORTER:
The method operandis[sic] is always the same; Perth tourists targeted by a sob story. 

TED REEKS:
He said I've got a niece who's going to work at Princess Margaret. 

DALLAS LANGFORD:
My sister is going to be a nurse in Perth, would you be able to come to our house to tell our mother what Perth is like?

REPORTER:
Victims are driven to a home, in the dark, and pressured to play cards. 

DALLAS LANGFORD:
I don't really play cards. 

TED REEKS:
Do you ever play cards Ted? I said I hate card, I don't gamble at all. 

REPORTER:
They're coerced into loaning money to the con artists and once hooked the stakes are raised. 

TED REEKS:
All of a sudden within half an hour the kitty had built up to about 20,000. 

REPORTER:
A loan in a foreign country in the middle of the night, the scammers hold the upper hand. 

TED REEKS:
I thought crikey, they could slit my throat, chuck me outside the gate and nobody would be any wiser. 

REPORTER:
Ted ended up handing up all the money he'd bought to Bali to have his teeth fixed. 


Why do you think we've never heard about it?

TED REEKS:
Because of idiots like me who kept it quiet. So embarrassed you know, so embarrassed. 

ANNE DRISCOLL:
No-one blames people from getting sucked in. 

REPORTER:
Commissioner for Consumer Protection, Anne Driscoll, is urging all victims to report their case to authorities. 

ANNE DRISCOLL:
It's so important to share the stories so we can stop others from being caught in the same way.

REPORTER:
In most cases, the con artists will warn their victims not to tell anyone. 

DALLAS LANGFORD:
He said don't tell any of your family. 

REPORTER:
Having already lost $3000, Dallas went back to Bali, handing over a further $15,000. 

DALLAS LANGFORD:
Don't do that mum, they're all scamming you. I go oh look, you don't know, they're such nice people and his wife's sick in the hospital having a baby. 

REPORTER:
Since threatening to tell police, the crooks have gone to ground. 


[On phone] Disconnected. 

TED REEKS:
They must be laughing all the way to the bank, we're just suckers you know. 

REPORTER:
The racket is reported by Interpol as being run by dangerous Asian crime gangs and victims are threatened when they try to end the game. 

TED REEKS:
I was concerned. I knew I was in trouble. 

REPORTER:
Despite losing $6000, Ted was just relieved to walk away unharmed. 

TED REEKS:
And I just couldn't get out of the place quick enough. 

NORM LANGFORD:
They're just going to keep on doing it and there's going to be thousands more. 

REPORTER:
No-one knows exactly how much money Australian holiday-makers have handed over but reports of the scam go back to 2001. 

TED REEKS:
Yeah I'm just so annoyed, they're ripping us Australians off. The amount of money they've - must be taking over the years, it must be in the hundreds of thousands. 

REPORTER:
With hundreds of tourists set to travel to Bali for Christmas, it's hoped no-one else will fall victim to the holiday hustle. 

DALLAS LANGFORD:
Well I'd be very wary if I ever go back to Bali again.

TED REEKS:
It's just such a shame that people like this are going to ruin the Balinese holiday. 

MONICA KOS:
Natalie Bonjolo there. 

*          *          End          *          *
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